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How to Turn Your Science Project
Into a Startup?
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Every student remembers the moment something clicked. A magnet levitates, a circuit lights up. That

thrill? It’s magic. Now, what if that magic went beyond the classroom?

What if your science project became more than a grade booster and turned into a startup? You might

think "But I'm just a student!" That’s what Krtin Nithiyanandam thought, until his science project on early

Alzheimer’s detection won global innovation awards. 

Turning a science project into a startup isn’t just for scientists in lab coats or Silicon Valley geniuses.

With curiosity, creativity and a little planning, you can take your school project and launch it into the

world as a real solution to real problems. Let’s learn how you can do it step by step!

Find the Real-World Problem 

Before anything becomes a product, it starts as a problem-solver. Ask yourself:

What problem does my project solve?

Is this a problem people actually care about?

Who benefits from this solution?
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Talk to Your Target Users

A startup succeeds when it helps real people.

So go talk to them.

Find your audience:

Did you build a home energy saver? Talk to

homeowners.

Designed a farming tool? Visit local farms.

Created a study app? Ask classmates what

features they’d love.

Example

Project: Smart Dustbin that opens on motion

Problem: Reduces contact with waste,

prevents disease spread

Real-world use: Hospitals, schools, public

places

Don’t stop at “cool.” Go for “useful”. If your

project makes life easier, faster, safer, cheaper

or greener, you might be on to something big.

Ask questions like:

Would you use something like this?

What do you currently use?

What don’t you like about your current

options?

Don’t worry if your idea isn’t perfect yet. These

conversations are your lab tests.

Prototype. Break It. Fix It. Repeat.

A prototype is your first working version. Not

perfect. Not final. 

Just enough to show the concept. Your goal is

to go from “idea” to “thing you can touch, test,

and improve.”

What you’ll need

A simple design (paper + glue + recycled

parts count!)

Feedback from users (Yes, again!)

Fun Fact
Thomas Edison made over 1,000

prototypes before inventing the working

light bulb. Your first version isn't supposed

to be perfect.

Learn the Basics of Business (Without
Getting Bored)

You don’t need to be Elon Musk to launch a

startup, but you should know a few essentials:
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How Turn Your Science Project Into a Startup?

Think like a mini-CEO

Who will buy it?

What problem does it solve?

How will you make it?

How will you sell it?

S&I Article

http://www.youngscientistindia.org/


Master the Art of Pitching

Now it’s time to tell your story and make people

care. Whether you’re talking to a friend, a

teacher or an investor, you need a pitch: a

quick explanation of your idea.

Your pitch should answer:

What's the problem?

What's your solution?

Why is it unique?

What’s next?

Example Pitch:

“I built a wearable air quality sensor for asthma

patients. It alerts users before pollution spikes

so they can avoid attacks. It’s cheaper than

existing models, works offline and fits in your

pocket.”

Build Your Digital Presence

You don’t need a big office or a fancy logo. In

fact, you just need visibility.

Here’s how to begin:

Create a simple website.

Post videos and get on social media.

Your project might inspire others, or attract

mentors, funders and customers.
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Funding Your Innovation (Without a
Bank Loan)

You’re a student. Your budget = snacks +

textbooks. So, how do you afford materials,

software and tools?

Practice in front of the mirror, record yourself,

pitch at science expos, YouTube or even

Instagram reels!

Good news: There are tons of funding options

just for young innovators. Try these options.

School innovation grants: Ask your

science teachers or innovation clubs.

How much will one unit cost to make?

This step turns you from "innovator" to

"entrepreneur".
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Explore Competitions, Grants &
Awards

Competitions aren’t just about medals, they’re

platforms for feedback, visibility and funding.

Some amazing opportunities:

GYS Avishkar Awards

INSPIRE Awards—MANAK

IGNITE Awards – National Innovation

Foundation (India)

IRIS National Science Fair

CSIR Innovation Awards for School

Children

Atal Tinkering Lab (ATL) Marathon

Google Science Fair

CBSE Science Exhibition

National Children’s Science Congress

(NCSC)

TCS InnoVita & Ignite

Youn Scientist India by Space Kidz

DRDO & ISRO Competitions

Kishore Vaigyanik Protsahan Yojana (KVPY)
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College incubation cells: Many colleges

support promising school projects.

CSR funds: Some companies donate to

student-led tech/social ideas.

And don’t underestimate family and friends. A

small pool of well-wishers can help fund your

first prototype.

Tip: Keep a record of how you spend every

rupee. It builds trust with future funders.

These competitions often offer:
Scholarships

Lab access

Mentorship

Patenting assistance

Even seed money for your startup!

Pro Tip: Start with local expos or school

events. Build confidence. Then aim global.

Protecting Your Idea (Without a Legal
Degree)

If your project is truly unique, consider

intellectual property protection.

Types of IP to explore:

Patent – for inventions and products

Trademark – for names, logos, slogans

Copyright – for original designs, software

code, and content

Don’t worry—you don’t need a lawyer to get

started. You just need awareness.

Let’s Go — From Lab Table to
Launchpad

You’re not just building models. You’re building

solutions. Every startup begins with a simple

idea, often born in a lab, garage or school

bench. The next step?

Believing that it matters. So, take that science

project off the shelf. Dust it off. Improve it. Talk

to people. Pitch it. Share it.

This isn’t just about marks. It’s about impact.

You’re not just a student. You’re a creator, an

innovator, maybe even a future CEO. And it all

starts with the spark in your hands right now.

Legacy and Impact

Dr. Trehan’s work contributed significantly to

astrophysics, plasma physics, and applied

mathematics. His studies have influenced

research in fluid dynamics,

magnetohydrodynamics, and mathematical

physics.
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